
Economics 

What will you learn?

Economics is a highly regarded subject at A-level. 
Using scientific methods, human behaviour is 
modelled in economic situations, predicting how 
people behave when acting as consumers, 
businesses or governments. 

The subject is studied in the two strands of 
micro-economics and macro-economics. 

Students build understanding of micro-economics 
by investigating how markets determine the 
utilisation of the world’s scarce resources through 
the interaction of consumers and firms, and the role 
governments play in trying to compensate for the 
inappropriate provision of goods and services in 
many markets. 

Macro-economics addresses the fundamental 
national forces which affect all our lives, such as 
employment, prices, economic growth, 
international trade and the distribution of wealth 
and income.

What do students say?

“Go for it! Economics is about a different way of thinking  
and looking at the world. You can apply the economic  
way of thinking to almost everything.”

“I was curious about everything that happens around me. 
Studying economics satisfies that curiosity.”

“Economics is extremely useful, it signals to universities and 
employers that you have an analytical mind.”

“It is an excellent subject and provides you with a solid skills 
base. The ability to question things and look for underlying 
causes and incentives is very useful in academic study and the 
work place.”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

The subject is taught by five economics teachers 
at Abingdon who have a variety of backgrounds 
including working in industry and teaching in 
higher education. Together with students from 
Abingdon School, our students have a wide 
variety of opportunities to engage with the 
subject outside of the curriculum.

Economics Society

The Economics Society is predominantly run by 
students for students. It gives them the 
opportunity to present and debate with their 
peers on topics of their choice to reflect their own 
particular interests as well as to invite in and listen 
to presentations from a wide range of speakers.

Day trips

Day trips present an excellent opportunity to see 
the world of economics in action. Recent trips 
have included a walking tour of the City of 
London including a visit to the Bank of England 
and visiting the LSE for a lecture by an Old 
Abingdonian.

Economics is present in almost every aspect of our lives. Studying A-level economics 
gives students an understanding of the inner workings of the world we live in, from 
what determines the price of goods to why the average standard of living differs 
widely between countries.

Results gained in 2018:

A-level economics:  
70% A*/A  
100% A*/B
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How is the subject taught?

Lessons are taught jointly with Abingdon students. All 
lessons will be taught at Abingdon in 2018-19. Students 
quickly become adept at explaining the causes and 
effects of behaviour in markets and develop these 
concepts in depth with a focus on business economics. 
They also study national and global economies, covering 
a range of aspects, including national economic policies 
and the role of economics in global issues such as 
poverty and inequality.
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Competitions

There are a wide range of competitions 
available to sixth formers in economics and 
entry is very much encouraged and 
supported by the department. These would 
involve, for example, essay competitions 
from the Royal Economic Society, the 
Institute of Economic Affairs and from 
Cambridge’s Marshall Society, as well as a 
blog competition run jointly by the FT and 
the Bank of England.


